
Proverbs Study #9 

Proverbs 9:1 - 10:18 
“Giving & Taking Advice” 

Note:  From here on out we will be doing more of a “topical study" through the book of Proverbs.   
As we move through the rest of this book, we will look at particular passages to expound on.  

Proverbs 9:7-9 - “Whoever corrects a mocker invites insults; whoever rebukes the wicked 
incurs abuse.   Do not rebuke mockers or they will hate you; rebuke the wise and they will 
love you.    Instruct the wise and they will be wiser still; teach the righteous and they will add 
to their learning.” 

●  Let's take a look at some other verses that deal with this topic of “giving and taking     
advice.” 

○ Proverbs 10:8 - “The wise are glad to be instructed, but babbling fools fall flat on 
their faces.” 

○  Proverbs 15:31 - “Whoever heeds life-giving correction will be at home among 
the wise.” 

○ Proverbs 17:10 - “A single rebuke does more for a person of understanding than 
a hundred lashes on the back of a fool.” 

○ Proverbs 27:5-6 -  “An open rebuke is better than hidden love!   Wounds from a 
sincere friend are better than many kisses from an enemy.” 

○ Other verses in Proverbs on accepting and rejecting rebuke. (12:15b; 14:6b; 15:32b; 
21:11b) 

•  Have you ever poured yourself into trying to help someone out, only to have them insult and 
reject you?   It is frustrating to see someone you love ruining their life, knowing that if you try 
and help, they will just mock you and drive you further away.  How can we help the ones we 
love who act like that? 
○  Pray - Sometimes this is our only ___________. Put them in the hands of the _____. 
○  Listen - Be willing to just _______.  Sometimes you can earn trust by just_________ 

to people.  It may be hard, but don’t give advice unless they ask. 
○  Live out your testimony in front of them.  People are in tune to those who have their 

lives put together.  Allow your life to _______ louder than your words. (Acts 16:22-34) 

•  Maybe we are on the other side of this coin?  Maybe we need to learn to accept moral  
corrections.  How can we become better at listening and learning? 
○ ______________ your pride. Realize at some point everyone needs help. 
○ Learn to see the _________ in others.  No one is a master at everything.  Take 

advantage of those who know more and have more __________________ than you. 
○ Learn to trust those who care about you.  Realize that sometimes _______________ 

hurts.   



Proverbs 9:10-12 - “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the 
Holy One is understanding.   For through me your days will be many, and years will be 
added to your life.   If you are wise, your wisdom will reward you; if you are a mocker, you 
alone will suffer.”  

● Proverbs 15:24 - “The path of life leads upward for the wise; they leave sheol behind.” 
● Proverbs 14:27 - “Fear of the Lord is a life-giving fountain; it offers escape from the    

snares of death.” 
● Proverbs 10:27 - “Fear of the Lord lengthens one’s life, but the years of the wicked are 

cut short. 
● Let's read this article about the “fear of God” from “gotquestions.org.”  I think they did a good 

job explaining what it means to "fear the Lord.” 
     
     “For the unbeliever, the “fear of God” is the fear of the judgment of God and eternal death, which 
is eternal separation from God (Luke 12:5; Hebrews 10:31).   For the Believer, the "fear of God” is 
something much different.  The Believer’s fear is reverence of God.  Hebrews 12:28-29 is a good 
description of this: “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us 
be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our ‘God is a 
consuming fire.’”  This reverence and awe is exactly what the “fear of God” means for Christians. 
This is the motivating factor for us to surrender to the Creator of the Universe. 

     Proverbs 1:7 declares, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge.” Until we 
understand who God is and develop a reverential fear of Him, we cannot have true wisdom.        
True wisdom comes only from understanding who God is and that He is holy, just, and righteous. 
Deuteronomy 10:12, 20-21 records, “And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of 
you but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways, to love Him, to serve the LORD 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul.   Fear the LORD your God and serve Him. 
Hold fast to Him and take your oaths in His name. He is your praise; He is your God, who 
performed for you those great and awesome wonders you saw with your own eyes.” The 
“fear of God” is the basis for our walking in His ways, serving Him, and, yes, loving Him. 

     Some redefine the “fear of God” for Believers to “respecting” Him.  While respect is definitely 
included in the concept of fearing God, there is more to it than that.  A Biblical “fear of God,” for the 
Believer, includes understanding how much God hates sin and fearing His judgment on sin—even 
in the life of a Believer.   Hebrews 12:5-11 describes God’s discipline of the Believer.   While it is 
done in love (Hebrews 12:6), it is still a fearful thing.   As children, the fear of discipline from our 
parents no doubt prevented some evil actions.  The same should be true in our relationship with 
God.   We should fear His discipline, and therefore seek to live our lives in such a way that pleases 
Him. 

     Believers are not to be scared of God.  We have no reason to be scared of Him.  We have His 
promise that nothing can separate us from His love (Romans 8:38-39).  We have His promise that 
He will never leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5).  Fearing God means having such a reverence 
for Him that it has a great impact on the way we live our lives.  The “fear of God” is respecting Him, 
obeying Him, submitting to His discipline, and worshiping Him in awe.” 



Proverbs 10:1-5 - “A wise son brings joy to his father, but a foolish son brings grief to his 
mother.   Ill-gotten treasures have no lasting value, but righteousness delivers from death. 
  The Lord does not let the righteous go hungry, but He thwarts the craving of the wicked.   
Lazy hands make for poverty, but diligent hands bring wealth.   He who gathers crops in 
summer is a prudent son, but he who sleeps during harvest is a disgraceful son.” 

● Based on our definition of __________, a wise son is one who knows the Lord.  I speak from 
experience as a Christian parent when I say that the thing that brings me most joy as a 
parent is when my children are walking with the Lord.  Everything else is a distant second.  
I’d rather have children who are poor and broke & know the Lord, than rich and famous 
without Him.  

● One of the signs of a proper relationship with the Lord is shown in a person's _______ habits.  
A hard working child can be a joy to their parents.  

● Some people are always trying to get rich quick...some have even gone to the extent of 
gaining finances illegally.  Here Solomon challenges his son to ________ _________ for his 
money. 

● Verse 3 states ultimately our lives are in the hands of God. (Matthew  6:25-34)                       

Proverbs 10:6-11 - “Blessings crown the head of the righteous, but violence overwhelms the 
mouth of the wicked.   The name of the righteous is used in blessings, but the name of 
the wicked will rot.   The wise in heart accept commands, but a chattering fool comes 
to ruin.   Whoever walks in integrity walks securely, but whoever takes crooked paths 
will be found out.   Whoever winks maliciously causes grief, and a chattering fool 
comes to ruin.   The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life, but the mouth of the 
wicked conceals violence.” 

● Here in these verses the main theme is how a person talks.  
● ______________ talk has no place in the lives of Believers. Proverbs 24:2 - “for their 
hearts plot violence, and their lips talk about making trouble.”  Proverbs 21:7 - 
“The violence of the wicked will drag them away, for they refuse to do what is 
right.” 
● Ezekiel 45:9 - “This is what the Sovereign Lord says: You have gone far enough, 
princes of Israel!  Give up your violence and oppression and do what is just and 
right.  Stop dispossessing my people, declares the Sovereign Lord.” 

● In place of violent talk, our words should be a fountain of___________. 
●Ephesians 4:29 - “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but 
only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may 
benefit those who listen.”  
●Psalms 37:30 - “The mouths of the righteous utter wisdom, and their tongues 
speak what is just.” 
●1 Timothy 4:12 - “Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but 
set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in 
purity.” 

● One would be well advised, therefore, to listen with _____________________ and “consider 
the source” when weighing someone’s words.  



Proverbs 10:12-18 - “Hatred stirs up dissension, but love covers over all wrongs.  Wisdom is 
found on the lips of the discerning, but a rod is for the back of him who lacks judgment. 
Wise men store up knowledge, but the mouth of a fool invites ruin.  The wealth of the rich is 
their fortified city, but poverty is the ruin of the poor.  The wages of the righteous bring them 
life, but the income of the wicked brings them punishment.  He who heeds discipline shows 
the way to life, but whoever ignores correction leads others astray.  He who conceals his 
hatred has lying lips, and whoever spreads slander is a fool.” 

●  Ask this question of yourself: Is the dissension in my life caused by hatred?  Then ask this 
second question: Is it something that love can’t cover?  
● The way we speak can have real physical_______________________.  I’m amazed 
sometimes at the way kids talk to their authorities today.  It may not be a “rod to the back," but 
our actions do have consequences.  
●  Have you ever looked at foolish talk as an invitation to ruin? (Judges 11:29-40)  
●  Proverbs 10:18a should be amended following the Latin translation.   In this collection 
“conceal” is not used in the bad sense of “maliciously hiding something” (unlike 10:6, 11), but in 
a good sense of “forgiving or not finding fault.”   
●  Following the Latin translation, however, it reads, “He who forgives hatred has righteous 
lips, / but he who spreads defamation is a fool.”  As amended verse 18 clearly echoes   
verse 2.  Two key words are repeated, and the main idea of each verse is the same…the wise 
overlook offenses and seek to put an end to, rather than inflame, a quarrel. (Garrett, D. A. (1993). 

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of songs (Vol. 14, p. 120). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.)  
●  The main idea is to be a “peacemaker,” not a “__________-maker.” 

  


