
Proverbs 3 - Student 
 

Proverbs 3:1-2  – “ My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart,                         

   for they will prolong your life many years and bring you prosperity.” 
 

 Once again there is an appeal to “____ ______.”  A father's love for his son is a strong image in 

Scripture and ________________ the importance of the plea. 

The plea is to “not forget my teaching.”   The Hebrew word for teaching is _________or the 

law.   The father pleaded with his son to remember and keep the law of God in his heart. 

The result will be a “long life and prosperity.”   This word “prosperity,” however, should not be 

taken as a crude financial enticement to righteousness. “____________________” would in 

fact be a better translation of šalom here.  The person with “wholesomeness” is not             

necessarily rich, but is healthy ___________, ___________, and in ___________ with others. 
 

Proverbs 3:3-4  - “Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them 

on the tablet of your heart. 4 Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man.” 
 

 Verse 3 actually shows how far removed Proverbs is from an ethic of external obedience and reward. 

(It’s not about just getting rich & famous.)  The command to maintain love and faithfulness            

demonstrates that the ________character of the ______ is in view here.  It's about _______ success. 

 The command to “bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart” further 

indicates that the _____________ of the student is in view rather than just his behavior.   The parallel      

between “neck” and “heart” here implies that fidelity is more than an ornament to the neck.  The neck 

houses the throat which, in Hebrew anthropology, is the very ________ of the person.                                                              

[Garrett, D. A. (1993). Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of songs (Vol. 14, p. 80). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.] 

 The idea of Verse 4 is that others will see you as a person who is competent, understanding and  

prudent...a person of “wisdom.” 

  Warren Wieisbe sums up the first 4 verses like this:   The first condition for receiving God’s 

 guidance is that we _______God’s truth (vv. 1–4).   The will of God is revealed in the Word of 

 God, and the only way to know His will is to _______His Word and ______it.  By receiving the 

 Word within our hearts, we experience growth in Godly character so that mercy and truth 

 (“love and faithfulness,” NIV) become beautiful ornaments in our lives.  It isn’t enough for      

 Believers to carry the Bible in their hands; they must let the ______ ________ write it on their 

 hearts.  Obedience to the Word can add years to your life and life to your years.                                        

  [Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). Be Skillful (p. 38). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.] 
 

Proverbs 3:5--6 - “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;      

                      6 in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.” 
 

 The word translated “trust” in verse 5 means “__ ___ ________, ___________.”   It pictures a servant       

waiting for the master’s command in readiness to obey, or a defeated soldier yielding himself             

to the conquering general. 

 Although this passage certainly condemns any academic arrogance, it does not indulge in _______  

 _____________.  The commitment of the heart to God means that all the beliefs and decisions of life 

 are to be submitted to Yahweh.   Even very _______ decisions are in view here, and not just matters 

 of academic pursuit.   But the text is no more opposed to academic research per se than to any     

 normal activity of life. Also, “understanding” implies not just intellectual capacity but one’s own  

 ___________  standards. One’s private vision of right and wrong must be submitted to God.                                                        

 [Garrett, D. A. (1993). Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of songs (Vol. 14, p. 81). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.] 

 In layman's terms, everything we do ____________, _________, ___ _________needs to be filtered 

or screened through the Word of God.  The Word of God needs to be the ______________ __ _____  

for every decision we make. 



Proverbs 3:7-8 - “Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil.  8 This will   

   bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones.” 
 

 This warning doesn’t suggest that God’s children turn off their brains and ignore their 

_______________ and _________  ________ .   It simply cautions us not to depend on 

our own wisdom and experience or the wisdom and experience of others. 

 The promise of health here is a general truth.  For instance, if you drink a lot of alcohol, 

you're going to damage your liver.  If you smoke, you will damage your lungs. 
 

Proverbs 3:9-10 - “Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; 

10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.” 
 

 These versus seem to be a little out of place until we look back to verse one and realize 

Solomon is once again solidifying the point that true success is not in financial wealth.         

It is in the ________ of a man that matters.  When the heart is right, wealth is just another     

avenue in which we honor God. 

 If we don’t faithfully give to the Lord, we don’t really trust the Lord.  Of course, our tithes 

and offerings aren’t “_________” for His blessings; rather, they’re _______________ of our 

faith and obedience.  Christian industrialist R.G. LeTourneau used to say, “If you give be-

cause it pays, it won’t pay.” Giving is heart preparation for what God wants to say to us and 

do for us. “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:21, NKJV).                   

  Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). Be Skillful (p. 39). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 

 Malachi 3:10 - “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in 

my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open 

the floodgates of Heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room 

enough to store it.”   While blessings come from ____________, obedience should come 

from a __________  and proper fear of the Lord.                                                                                              
 

Proverbs 3:11 - “My son, do not despise the LORD’s discipline and do not resent his  

rebuke, 12 because the LORD disciplines those He loves, as a father the son he delights 

in.” 
 

 While the idea of punishment is certainly present (cf. Job 5:17–18 and 2 Sam 7:14), 

“discipline” primarily involves __________  __ ____________rather than punishment for 

wrongdoing. This type of discipline is shrouded in a father's love for his son as opposed to 

a judge ruling on punishment for a criminal. 

 Loathing such discipline—thinking that God disciplines because He enjoys causing pain—

overlooks the __________________  that come from such correction 
 

Proverbs 3:13-18 - ”Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains understand-

ing, 14 for she is more profitable than silver and yields better returns than gold. 15 She is 

more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can compare with her. 16 Long life is in her 

right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. 17 Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her 

paths are peace. 18 She is a tree of life to those who embrace her; those who lay hold of 

her will be blessed.” 

 How wisdom is better than riches: 

 The investment in wisdom ___________ __________ _____________ than money. 

 Returns from wisdom are a long life, riches and honor. 

 As well as a life of peace and blessings. 



Proverbs 3:19-20 - “By wisdom the LORD laid the earth’s foundations, by understanding He 

set the heavens in place; 20 by His knowledge the deeps were divided, and the clouds let 

drop the dew.” 
 

 When God created the world, He used wisdom, understanding, and knowledge. 

 The wisdom of God brought everything into being, including what science calls “____ 

______ ____ ____________ .”  Obey these laws and creation will work with you; disobey 

them and creation will work against you. 
 

Proverbs 3:21-26 - “My son, preserve sound judgment and discernment, do not let them out 

of your sight; 22 they will be life for you, an ornament to grace your neck. 23 Then you will 

go on your way in safety, and your foot will not stumble; 24 when you lie down, you will not 

be afraid; when you lie down, your sleep will be sweet. 25 Have no fear of sudden disaster 

or of the ruin that overtakes the wicked, 26 for the LORD will be your confidence and will 

keep your foot from being snared.” 
 

 Sound judgment and discernment come from knowing and studying Gods’ Word.  That way 

we keep it with us by studying it, memorizing it, seeing how other wise people _________ , 

____ and live it out. 

 The application of God’s Word in our real lives brings safety and protection. It also brings 

boldness and restful sleep.  If something frightening suddenly happens, you won’t be afraid 

(v. 25; see Ps. 112:7; 121:3–6), because the Lord is protecting you.  How we sleep is 

sometimes _____________________ of how much we trust the Lord. 

 The essence of this section is given in v. 22: wisdom will preserve your life.  For this      

reason, the righteous can be free of the anxiety that plagues the wicked (vv. 23–25). Verse 

23 is a general promise; it is not an absolute guarantee that the wise will never have       

occasion to stumble. Compared to the unwise, however, they will experience tranquility. 

 The climax of the text is the promise that God will be beside the follower of wisdom (v. 26). 

Proverbs never _______________ that people can be safe through their own wisdom. 

“Common sense” and personal competence are soon _____________ if God’s protection 

is missing.  [Garrett, D. A. (1993). Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of songs (Vol. 14, p. 83). Nashville: Broadman & Holman 

Publishers.] 
 

Proverbs 3:27-32 - “Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it is in your 

power to act. 28 Do not say to your neighbor, “Come back later; I’ll give it tomorrow”— 

when you now have it with you. 29 Do not plot harm against your neighbor, who lives trust-

fully near you. 30 Do not accuse a man for no reason— when he has done you no harm.    

31 Do not envy a violent man or choose any of his ways, 32 for the LORD detests a          

perverse man but takes the upright into his confidence.” 
 

 These verses include five sample maxims about relationships with others, each beginning 

with the words “do not.”   These are examples of what it means to be wise.  

             First is in relation to your neighbor and what is properly owed him in regards to a       

  physical payment. This is an ___________ action of doing right with ___________ 

  blessings. 

Second is in relation to your neighbor and his reputation.  This is an outward action and 

doing what's right with your ____________. 

Third is in regard to evil men and relates back to the heart.  This is an _____________ 

action or desire that results in outward action… 

 

 



Proverbs 3:33-35 - “The LORD’s curse is on the house of the wicked, but He blesses the 

home of the righteous. 34 He mocks proud mockers but gives grace to the humble.             

35 The wise inherit honor, but fools He holds up to shame.” 

 

 Here we see a contrast in how God treats the righteous as opposed to the wicked. 

The house of the wicked is _____________/ The home of the righteous is __________. 

Proud mockers are mocked / The humble are giving ____________ 

Fools are _______________/ the wise are_____________________ 

 


